In our gospel today, we hear about Jesus andpitstlas stopping at the home of Martha, Mary, and
Lazarus, their friends. They lived in a small tosailled Bethany, kind of a suburb of Jerusalent,tjue miles
outside of the big city. Jesus was accustometbfipsg there on His way into our out of Jerusafenthe
many religious festivals He attended there. Theneportrayed in today’s gospel must have occumady

times in Jesus'’ life.

As Jesus rested from His journey, Martha and Makg different tacks in offering their hospitality
Martha concerns herself with preparing some fom@king sure that her guests have something tofteat a
their long journey. Mary concerns herself withrsfieg time with her guests as she sits at theded¢sus

listening to Him speak.

Traditionally, the actions of Martha and Mary inr@ospel today have been interpreted as repregentin
the two different aspects of our lives as followefgdesus: the active life of work, done for tloog of the
Lord, and the life of prayer, sitting at the feétlesus and listening to His words to us. Th®as of Martha
and Mary in our gospel today are in a certain seggeesentative of two different sides of the sawia.

Jesus reveals to us that both of these actions aeeessary part of our lives. No matter what our
vocation might be: whether God has called us ta pegest or religious, a mother or father, a dodawyer,
farmer, or ditch digger, we are called to do oorkivn the same spirit of Martha today: to do it fioe Lord.
Whatever we find ourselves spending our time dewvegyryday we can do it first of all as a way to seBod.
All occupations, no matter what they might be,allas the opportunity to put into practice the dpal virtues
of charity, service, mortification, joy, friendshipVhen it comes to finding satisfaction and firfiént in our
work this is what really matters: to find Jesushie midst of our daily concerns. To work not ofdy

ourselves, but to work also for the Lord: whoriegent in the ones we serve.

We can't ignore the example of Mary, however, wkaces herself in prayer at the feet of our Lord,
listening to His words. Jesus seems to imply dayos gospel story that this is at least an equdllyot even
more important, aspect of the spiritual life. M&\yhe model of prayer. She has chosen “the ibe#e” Jesus
states. We seem to think to ourselves that the imrtant thing is to be actively working for theath: and
indeed this is important for us, but we must d&sed the words of Jesus: our actions must be guanaied by

a deep sense of prayer.

We, gathered here today, represent the Churchaag: itting at the feet of our Lord, attentively
listening to His word to us. We must go forth frowere as Martha, committed to doing what we neeatbtall

week long to serve Him in one another.



